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December 2011 

Dear Family Church, 

 

What a great month! In December we celebrate 

the closing of the great year of 2011! I pray you 

have been blessed, as I have been blessed in 

¬Pressing Toward Heaven in 2011!­ I«m sure we 

have all experienced the ups and downs of life, 

but I pray that each of us is finishing long and 

strong, as we approach the end of this year. Our 

life in Christ is a life of meeting our giants, defeat-

ing them, and moving on up the mountain of life---

striving to enter more completely into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

December marks the birth of Him who gives us the victory in life---Jesus 

Christ. Words cannot express the importance of the power that was 

transferred from heaven to earth in the Birth of This One---the Son of 

God! 

 

To us who know Him, we understand the sheer joy that came through 

the announcement of His birth found in Luke 2:10, ¬Fear not: behold I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For un-

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 

Lord!­ Good tidings indeed! Great joy has come to us and to all who 

believe, for it was, and is, to all people that this Savior was born. He is 

the One who gives us the wisdom and the power to live the overcoming 

life that takes us on toward Heaven, even in the midst of difficult days 

or years! 

 

Finally, December is as an open door to a new and exciting year filled 

with opportunities to grow and develop and become more like our  

Father. God bless you, Church, and Merry Christmas to each of you! 

 

In Him, 

   Pastor Gary 

 
For to us a child is born, to 

us a son is given, and the  

government will be on his 

shoulders.  

Isaiah 9:6 

Yes! We will cele-

brate Jesus« birth 

on Christmas Day 

with church ser-

vice from 11-12 



The annual Workerôs Appreciation Banquet is scheduled for Sunday, December 4th at 

5:30pm and will be held at the Inn of the Ozarks Convention Center. There are so many 

tasks that have to work together to make a church service run seamlessly. Whether it be 

that smiling face and kind word at the door, operating the soundboard, ushering, teaching 

in childrenôs church, singing on the worship team, or holding and loving the babies so that 

the mothers can be ministered to, Pastor and Debbie want to make sure you know how 

much they appreciate all you do to help ñBuild A Better World.ò We hope you were able to 

R.S.V.P. to attend come and be blessed because you are such a blessing.   

Ephesians 4:16 NLT  

ñHe makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it 

helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.ò 

At the start of the new year we will be ºEmbracing the Kingdom Life in 
2012» each Wednesday night in January and February. Dinner will 
start at 6:00 and classes will be from 7:00-8:00.  
Watch for class information to come.  
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Workerôs Appreciation Banquet 

A New Year  

THE CONNECTION  

Christmas Program  

Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00pm the Academy of Excellence will perform 
their Christmas program, Just Believe. These children, preschool through 8th 
grade, have been working very hard the past several weeks to prepare a wonder-
ful music program you won½t want to miss! 

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service will be at 5:00pm. 
Please come sing songs that glorify our Savior and take communion with 
us. We will be celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus with a church ser-
vice on December 25th from 11:00-12:00. 



December 2011  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1 
 

 

Nathan  

Alexander 

2 3 

 
 

Angie Stone 

4 

 
Workerôs 

 Appreciation 

Banquet 5:30 

5 6 

 
 

Alana Finley 

7 8 9 10 

11 12 

 
 

Shonnie Miller  

13 

 
 

Kim Johnson  

Marolyn Lenser  

14 15 16 
 

 

Jean Cook 

17 

18 19 

 
 

Samantha  

Wages 

20 

 
 

Trevor Lemme 

Gayla Swofford 

21 

 
 

Molly Morgan  

22 23 

 
 

Bob Girkin  

24 

25 
 

 

 Yes,  weôll have 
church 11-12 

Christmas Day 

Mackenzie 
Loudermilk  

26 27 

 
 

James Sanders 

28 29 

 
 

Fuller Cross 

30 31 
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Nursery 

Childrenôs Church 

Youth 

Academy of  

Excellence  

Christmas  

Program 7:00pm 

Nursery 

Childrenôs Church 

Youth 

Nursery 

Childrenôs Church 

Youth 

Nursery 

Childrenôs Church 

Nursery 

Childrenôs Church 

Nursery 

Childrenôs Church 

Nursery 

Childrenôs Church 

Candlelight 

Communion 

Service 

5:00pm 

Micaela 

Chaney 



ñHappy Birthday, Jesus!ò and ñThe Best Present of Allò (which is Jesus) will be the songs we sing this month in the Arkids class. 

Children know, understand, and are able to focus on the idea of a birthday and having a celebration for it. We plan to show them 

that Jesusô birth is the reason we have Christmas, and hopefully get some of their attention away from all the presents and stuff of 

the holidays and on the gift God gave them (and us!)  

Our memory verse will be the KJV of John 3:16ðFor God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son that whosoever 

believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

Parents: On Sunday the 18th after our Bible lesson, we will have some birthday party type activities and refreshments. 

Have a glorious Christmas! Thank you for trusting us with your children this year. The workers in the Arkids department do not 

take that trust lightly. We are blessed to minister to them. 

James and Patty  

This time of year our attention and thoughts once again return to that manger in Bethlehem and the events that hap-
pened on that special night. We sing about it, send Christmas cards of the scene, and mentally acknowledge it, but I 
sometimes wonder if we think about how it must have really been for that young couple. They obviously were aware 
that Mary would soon give birth (an event that could cause some apprehension!), they were traveling away from 
home (not by jet or nice car but on donkey!), and they carried in their hearts the knowledge that God had a special 
plan for the baby soon to be born. They were people just like us and they no doubt had to overcome doubts, fears, 
weariness, hunger, and they might even have had to fight the temptation to grumble! Any one of us might have had 
the ñpoor ole meò syndrome when told that there was no room in the inns! When the shepherds came to the stable 
and reported what they had seen and heard, the word says, ñBut Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart.ò At that time she probably did not know the full plan of God, but she no doubt knew that God had a very 
special plan for the baby boy that she had just given birth to. We, as believers, know the rest of the story and how 
thankful we are for every event that led to our reconciliation to the Father through Jesus Christ. The Christmas sea-
son truly is a time to rejoice because the birth of Christ began the process of providing salvation for all mankind! 

"It's the most wonderful time of the year." What better series to be studying than one teaching us to be more like Jesus, who  came that we might have 
life. Our series is called "How To Grow Spiritual Fruit." We started with the salvation message. The first step to growing sp iritual fruit is to accept Jesus 

as your personal Savior. When you do, the seed of God's Spirit is planted in you. The next step is to nourish that seed! Just  like plants need water for 
growth, Christians need God's Word for spiritual growth. We've found that God promises if we draw near to Him, He will draw n ear to us. If we want to 
have spiritual fruit we need to water our spiritual life. Jesus offers us "Living Water". Our lessons will help us grow into the person God created us to be. 

What better goal in life as young Christians than to live in a way that pleases our Creator. The more we learn about God, the  more we know how to live 
for Him. John 15:5 tells us that Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. We will learn that God is at work in us as we abi de in Him. Without God 

working in us by His Holy Spirit we cannot produce true, lasting fruit. We will look at Galatians 5:16 -22 to see the fruit that God produces in us from the 
inside (spirit-man) out. These Godly traits are a result of God's Spirit working in our lives, NOT from our own efforts to be be tter people.  

 
Here are just a few more scriptures we will be looking at:  

*Colossians 1:10-We're to be fruitful , increasing in the knowledge of God  
*John 15:16 -Jesus chose us to bear fruit that will last                                                                                                                                                
*Galatians 2:20-death to self + Jesus' life in me = spiritual fruit  

*Ephesians 5:11-Evil deeds are called fruitless works of darkness  
*Luke 6:43 & 44 -No good tree bears bad fruit, each tree is known by its own fruit  

*Mark 12:30 -We should love the Lord with all heart, soul,& strength  
*Joshua 1:8-We should meditate on the Bible, then we will be prosperous and successful  

*Matthew 5:16 -We should let our light (behavior) shine for Jesus in everything we do so others might see our good ways and prais e God  
*Philippians 2:13-It is God who is producing in us both the desire and ability to do what is pleasing to Him  

Also, 1 John 3:18 Let us not love with words only but with actions in truth. This is exactly what our FCFKIDS did last month when they raked leaves at 

several houses for some of their church family. I was so impressed by how hard they worked and how well they worked together!  They've put up treas-
ures in heaven where rust & moths can't destroy & thieves can't steal. I am privileged to be a part of what God is doing thro ugh and in their lives as 

they grow in the Lord and become "Better World Builders".  
 

I pray as we approach this time of year, when we as Christians celebrate the birth of Christ, we will encourage those around us to know God better and 
we, ourselves, draw closer to Him. 
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Arkids        James & Patty Sanders, Dept. Heads 

Nursery       Debbie Hayhurst, Department  Head 

Life+Force           Rhonda Mock, Department Head 

THE CONNECTION  



December 4th Worker½s 

Appreciation Banquet 

December 7th Academy 

Christmas Program 

December 24th Candlelight 

Communion Service 

VOLUME 11 ISSUE12 

Every month Faith Christian Family Church volunteers deliver 

meals to temporary and permanent shut-ins.  It is one day a month 

and very rewarding.  Anyone who is interested in doing a òride-

alongó to see if this might be something in which you would like to 

volunteer, please contact  

Laurie Wilhelm at  870-545-3690. 

Monday:  Sue Wages & Family 

Tuesday:  Sharon Robbins & Paul Trammel 

Wednesday:  Camelia Reed & Teresa Follmer 

Thursday:  Laurie Wilhelm & Kathy Girkin 

Friday:  Judy Culhane & Family 

Next scheduled delivery week is Nov. 28ð Dec. 2 
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FCFC Meals on Wheels Schedule 

FCFC NOTICE BOARD 

Greeter Schedule 

USHERS 

Sundays   Wednesdays 

Ivan Eveland      Ivan Eveland 

Benny Clark      Larry Culhane 

Darrell Bunch      Darrell Bunch 

Larry Culhane 

Ron Bell   Communion Extras 

Matt Martin      Dinny Bullard 

Paul Trammel                        Andrew Wilhelm 

Larry Culhane-Department Head 

Sunday 

Tammy Bullock/Wilsie Sherman 

Wednesday 

Brenda Thurman/Laurie Wilhelm 

.523%29 3#(%$5,% 
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Workerôs Appreciation Banquet 
In conclusion to the Sunday School series on being a faithful worker, the childrenôs church raked yards on a Saturday in November for 

Anita Hansen, Sharon Jackson, Mary Anne Lee, and Marolyn Lenser. The kids worked tirelessly and without expectation of reward. 

These 20 kids, along with their teachers and a few parents, showed what a servantôs heart really is and had a 

great time doing it.  Col 3:23-24 
23 Work 

willingly at whatever 

you do, as though 

you were working for 

the Lord rather than 

for people. 24 Re-

member that the Lord 

will give you an in-

heritance as your 

reward, and that the 

Master you are serv-

ing is Christ.
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Thanksgiving Dinner  

Many thanks to Ivan and Conni Eveland for organizing another beautiful and bountiful Thanksgiving Dinner! 


